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From the Presidentõs Desk. . . 
 

You are cordially invited to 

 

The Symphony League  

General Membership Meeting 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

10:00 AM 

 

Garden Room 

Still Hopes Episcopal Retirement Community 

1 Still Hopes Drive 

 West Columbia S. C. 29169 

Co-Hostesses: 

Coretta Bedsole and Diane Blaskis 

 

Special Guest: 

Bill Danielson, President 

The Board of Directors of the SC Philharmonic 

 

Coffee and refreshments will be served. 

 

Emmala E. Barnett 
  President 

is a Black Tie optional affair featuring an open bar, a seated 

gourmet dinner, and dancing to the music of the Dick Goodwin 

Big Band.  If you or anyone you know would like to serve as a 

sponsor, please contact Patsy Farr at 782-5084 or 

Pfarr@sc.rr.com.  For more information about the ball, contact 

Doris Clevenger, ball chairman, at 213-9981 or dcleven-

ger3@aol.com.             

 Our annual Past Presidentôs Luncheon will be held March 

29, 2012.  Miss South Carolina, Bree Boyce, will be our spe-

cial guest.  For more information contact Coretta Bedsole, past 

president, at 783-2171 or cbedsole@sc.rr.com.     

 A big debt of gratitude goes to Cheryl Black, Patsy Farr, 

and Jennifer Savitz for the magnificent job they did designing 

our new Symphony League Membership Application.  Be sure 

to pick some up at our general meeting for prospective mem-

bers.                 

 Toni Morton has done a superb job updating our Sym-

phony League Web Site. Check it out for yourself at www. 

scsymphonyleague.com.           

 I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your president.  It is 

indeed an honor and privilege to work with such talented and 

dedicated women and men in our community. 

 

 

Dear Symphony League Members, 

 On behalf of the Board of Directors, welcome to the 2011-

2012 Symphony League year.  We are excited about our plans 

for the year and look forward to seeing each of you at our gen-

eral meetings, the First Chair parties, the Masterworks con-

certs, the Valentine Ball, and the Past Presidentôs Luncheon. 

 Our first general membership meeting is just around the 

corner on September 9, 2011.  A big thank you to Still Hopes 

Retirement Community for providing our meeting place, and to 

co-hostesses, Coretta Bedsole and Diane Blaskis, for their gen-

erosity.  Our special guest will be Bill Danielson, President of 

the South Carolina Philharmonic Board.  He will give us an 

update on what is going on both in our orchestra and the or-

chestra business generally, and remind us of the Masterworks 1 

concert on September 15, 2011. 

 Our First Chair committee has worked throughout the sum-

mer to plan two magnificent parties.  Jennifer Savitz is chair-

man of this talented group of League members ï Pam Adkins, 

Patsy Farr, Anna Griswold, Faye Jeffcoat, and Meredith 

McKee. 

 Our first party, A Blue Jean Ball with the Heart óN Soul 

Band, an extravaganza featuring a Delicious BBQ Buffet, Open 

Bar, Music, Dancing, and Good Company, is Friday, Novem-

ber 18, 2011, from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. at Leaside, 100 East 

Exchange Plaza.  Contact Meredith McKee at 788-1477 or 

mckees6@bellsouth.net to reserve your space.  Tickets are 

$45.00 each.  Make plans to attend the Kentucky Derby Party, 

ñA Hat Affair,ò at Wildewood Country Club on Saturday, May 

5, 2012. 

 Saturday, October 15, 2011, is the Masterworks 2 Beetho-

ven & Blue Jeans: Oktoberfest! Featuring Brad Edwards, trom-

bone, and Dusan Vukajlovic, cello.  The festive Biergarten is 

back by popular demand. 

 The Southeastern Orchestra Volunteers Association 

(SOVA) will host the 7th Roundtable in Charlotte, NC on Octo-

ber 21, 2011.  More information and the Roundtable registra-

tion are available at http://sovaonline.org/roundtable.htm, or 

contact Nancy Epting, our SOVA liaison at 749-0481 or nept-

ing@bellsouth.net.  This is a great opportunity to meet new 

friends and exchange ideas.                                                        

  Mark your calendars for the Seventh Annual Valentine 

Ball.  It will be held on Sunday, February 12, 2012, at the Em-

bassy Suites Hotel.  Valentine balls have been a great success 

and raised much needed funds for the Philharmonic.  The event 
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The Crescendo is designed and edited by Cheryl G. Black. 

About Our New Members 
     Norrie Cooper was familiar with the Symphony League, as              

her mother-in-law, Margaret, was a member prior to her death 

several years ago.   While talking to Norrie, she spoke highly    

of our organization, and when I asked her to join, she readily 

agreed.  Due to prior commitments, she indicated that she 

wanted to wait until next year to get involved.  However, she     

is hosting our General Meeting in April in her lovely home        

on Country Club Drive.  Norrie has been married for 45 years.  

They have two sons, two daughters and five granddaughters.  

She enjoys golf, reading, hiking and her grandchildren.   

     In April, Karen Lumpkin  attended her first General Meet-

ing.  When she decided to join, she immediately dived in and 

began working.  This year, she is Chairman of Special Recep-

tions.  Karen taught high school English for a lot of years (her 

words).  She is proud of her three grown daughters.  Karen 

loves to travel, and arrange flowers, which she says is her ther-

apy.  She is a music lover and plays Public Radio classical 

music day and night.           

     Jo Conner migrated from Texas to Columbia as Director of 

the USO.  When she left that position, she enrolled at Carolina 

and got her masters degree.  She later worked in the Juvenile 

Justice System as a Social worker.   Jo served in various or-

ganizations and was president of the Womenôs League of Vot-

ers.  She has agreed to serve on the New Member Recruitment 

Committee. 
      We have two ladies who are in the process of joining.  You 

will hear about them later. 

     And last, but not least, we have gained two gentlemen.  

John Runy, husband of our beloved late Dolly Runy.  He is 

very familiar with our organization through Dolly, as well as 

the work he has done for us.  Boyd Black, husband of Cheryl 

Black, is now a member.   I met him at the party at Kirk 

Finlayôs home, and he was already busy working with Cheryl. 

     A big welcome to our new members! 

     Maxine Sullivan  

Symphony League Honors Donors 
      

      An Appreciation Reception was given by the Sym-

phony League of the SC Philharmonic in honor of donors 

supporting Symphony League projects.  Held at the 

home of Mrs. Patsy Farr, over 75 people attended for the 

presentation of a check for $33,200.00 to the SC Philhar-

monic.  The Symphony League also donated $4,000.00 

to the University of South Carolina School of Music to 

support the Arthur Fraser International Piano Concerto 

Competition.  Emmala Barnett, SL President presented 

the check to Tom Gottshall, President of the SC Philhar-

monic Board. 

Looking to the futureé. 

The Nominating Committee is planning ahead and 

accepting nominations for the 2012 -2013  Sym-

phony League Board of Directors.  Your service on 

the Board is important to our League and to our 

Symphony.  The Nominating Committee hopes that 

because of your dedication to the SC Philharmonic 

you will offer your service and leadership to the 

Board.   Nominating Committee: Ann Britton, 

Chair, Nancy Hughes, Coretta Bedsole, Margaret 

Williams, Elinor Thompson, and Dorethea Phillips. 

New Members Needed 
Symphony League needs new faces and new ideas.  

President Emmala has asked us to bring new mem-

bers into the organization this year.  Membership 

Chairman, Maxine Sullivan is working to update our 

roster and to stimulate interest in supporting our 

South Carolina Philharmonic. We have a new Mem-

bership Brochure.  Will you Bring a Friend? 

Symphony League members and guests enjoyed an after-

noon of cocktails and delicious refreshments at the Royal 

Reception hosted by Kirkman and Kathleen Finlay.  The 

Finlay home, gardens, and veranda were the perfect set-

ting for our Royal First Chair Party.  Cheers! 

Patsy Farr greets Morihiko, Symphony League Members, and  

honored guests at a Celebration Party at her home. The Appre-

ciation Reception honored  Sponsors of League projects. 
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SAVE THE DATE!!  

  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 20011  

AFTER CONCERT DONOR RECEPTION 

 
     The Symphony League will sponsor an elegant 

donor reception following the performance of two of 

our Arthur Fraser International Piano Concerto 

winners.  These are incredible young artists whose 

music just canôt be missed!   

     Make plans now to attend this special concert 

and reception featuring our winners! 

     The Symphony League is especially grateful to 

our Piggly Wiggly, Chic-Fil-A, Fresh Market, and 

Publix, for their delicious donations for our 

reception.  

     Also vital  to the success of the reception are the 

many gracious Symphony League members who 

make financial contributions and those who bring 

their yummy  desserts and dips to make this 

reception the bestðcheese straws, lemon squares, 

pecan tarts, deviled eggs, brownies, and more 

brownies, more deviled eggs, tasty little sandwiches, 

crepes, divine dips, and much more!   

     Please deliver your delicious goodies to us--itôs 

easy!  Enjoy the concert, and then come visit with 

friends and enjoy the treats at the After-Concert 

Donor Reception, November 5, 2011 in the Large 

Rehearsal Hall.  

 

SAVE THE DATE ...  

      Plans are underway for the Major Event which is the 
annual Valentine Ball to be held February 12, 
2012.  After reviewing several locations, the committee 
decided on the Embassy Suites  Hotel.  We are excited 
that we have confirmed  the Dick Goodwin Band,  We 
have added a special ending to the Valentine Ball .  Im-
mediately, after the dancing with Dick Goodwin ends at 
ll:00, we will  have coffee and Irish coffee in the Grey-
stone Room.  This finale to our evening is being spon-
sored by the Embassy Suites, 
Take time to enjoy a cup of coffee before you leave to 
drive home.      

     The theme this year is "Hearts on a String" and we 
are looking forward to having the best Ball ever, so mark 
your calendars now for February 12, 2012, the annual 

Valentine Ball.  

      

From the pen of Rhonda Hunsinger... 

     The summer has flown by and itôs hard to believe we are 
ready to launch another exciting season! We begin with a stir-
ring concert to honor first responders and those who lost their 
lives in the national 9/11 tragedy 10 years ago. The SCPôs 9/11 
Remembrance Concert will be presented Sunday, September 
11, 7 PM in Finlay Park and is free to the public. The program 
will include Barberôs ñAdagio for Stringsò and patriotic musical  
favorites like ñGod Bless America ò and the ñBattle Hymn of the 
Republic.ò  
     The Masterworks season officially opens Thursday, Septem-
ber 15, 7:30 PM at the Koger Center . We are looking forward 
to a wonderful evening of music and fellowship! We are also 
excited to announce that our Young Peopleôs Concerts program 
is joining forces with Carnegie Hallôs Weill institute, enabling the 
SCP to provide an even more exciting program for elementary 
students! 
     We remain very grateful for the tireless efforts and dedica-
tion from our Symphony League.  From your generous financial 
support to your hard work behind the scenes at our Young Peo-
pleôs Concerts and the ever-popular Symphony League post-
concert receptions, this is truly a dedicated group, and the or-
chestra is so thankful for your support.  
     As you may know, the SCP is partnering with area non-
profits to raise money and awareness of their causes. For the 
September 15 concert, the SCP will partner with MIRCI, whose 
mission is to provide community based services to individuals 
recovering from mental illness and disorders. We are honored 
to support this very important and worthwhile organization.   
     The SCP Staff, Board of Directors & Morihiko look forward to 
attending Symphony League meetings throughout the year and 
sharing more behind-the-scenes facts and fun about the or-
chestra! Weôll see you there, and at the concerts!  

  
  
Rhonda Hunsinger 
Executive Director 
(803) 771-7937 
www.SCPhilharmonic.com 

Join us for the Past Presidents' Luncheon on March 29, 2012 

 
"Music is a magical gift we must nourish and cultivate in our children, 

especially now as scientific evidence proves that an education in the 

arts makes better math and science students, enhances spatial intelli-

gence in newborns, and let's not forget that the arts are a compelling 

solution to teen violence, certainly not the cause of it!" Michael 

Greene, Recording Academy President and CEO at the 42nd Annual 

Grammy Awards, February 2000.  The Symphony League knew this 

long ago and as result chose to support our youth orchestras.  And 

how can we best support and nourish a love of music in our young 

people?  Yes, we can be part of funding our special youth orchestra 

programs.  

YOU can help in a very fun way.  Mark your calendars for Thursday, 

March 29, 2012 at 11:30 a.m. for the Past Presidents' Luncheon, 

which supports our youth orchestras. Miss South Carolina Bree Boyce 

will be our special guest. Miss Boyce is a champion of the arts and 

healthy living. She is an inspirational person and wonderful speaker 

and an example of how music contributed to her achievements.  This 

is a very special opportunity for a mother, daughter, granddaughter 

outing. Plan to attend and bring your mothers, daughters, sisters, 

nieces and granddaughters. And your husbands and sons may even 

want to join in on the fun. Miss South Carolina is not the only special 

treat for the event -- more surprises to come. Stay tuned...... 

http://www.scphilharmonic.com/
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SYMPHONY LEAGUE ENDOWMENT FUND  
 

Since 1974, the Symphony League Endowment Fund has provided an additional means of support 
for the South Carolina Philharmonic.  Symphony League members and other friends make tax-
deductible contributions to memorialize deaths, remember birthdays, anniversaries, births, or just 
to say thank you to a friend.  

Send contributions to: 
Mrs. Abbot L. Carnes 
10 Highbourne Court 
Columbia, SC 29204 

Tel: 803 738-8751 or E-mail: acarnes@sc.rr.com 
 

GIFTS RECEIVED IN JUNE and JULY 2011:  
In memory of Dolly Runyééééééééééééééé..Emmala Barnette, Maxine Sullivan, 
                     Curt and Donna Rone 
In memory of  Catherine May S. Gariganééééééééééééééééé.Emmala Barnett 

    (sister of Anna Griswold) 
In memory of  Mary Lou Renneréééééééééé.Emmala Barnett, Donna and Curt Rone, 
                    Ft. Jackson Retired Officers Wives Club 
In memory of Bruce Bahrééé.ééééééééééééééééééDonna and Curt Rone   
In honor of  Liz Wheeleréééé.. éééééééééé...ééééééé...Symphony League 
In honor of The Abacus GroupéééééééééééééééééééCurt and Donna Rone 
In honor of Charles Flowers of the Abacus Groupééééééééééé.Curt and Donna Rone 

                                                                                                                      

Symphony League Dates to Remember: 

 

General Membership MeetingéééFriday, September 9, 2011 é...10:00 améé Garden Room, Still Hopes 

 

Masterworks 1: Autumn Romanceéé...Thursday, September 15, 2011é.é...7:30 pmééé.Koger Center   

 

SL Board of Directorsô Meeting......éMonday, September 19, 2011...éé.9:30 amééé.Patsy Farrôs Home  

 

Blue Jean Ball with Heart ónô Soul Band.....A First Chair Eventé...November 18, 2011é..7:00-11:00é...Leaside 


